14             GERMANY'S REVOLUTION OF DESTRUCTION
Conservative, touched on this defect a hundred years ago; it is
not peculiar to the German people: there is, he said, "only
unproductive conservation and inventive destruction."
GATILINARIANS AND DESPAIRING  PATRIOTS
As early as 1931 Malaparte had declared that the National
Socialist dictatorship would only be achieved by a "com-
binaziow" by a deal with other elements. He based this
prognosis on Hitler's irresolution. This is one of the current
undervaluations. But he was right in so far as no one in
Germany could attain dictatorial power and let loose re-
volutionary violence except by such a deal. But, continued
Malaparte, "dictators who are the product of a combinazione
are but semi-dictators. They have no staying-power." It
remains to be seen whether this addition to his prognosis will
be borne out as well as the first part.
Yet, whatever may have been the chance or fated com-
bination of elements in the birth of the Third Reich, it remains
an artificially produced birth, and the new Reich will bear for
all time the marks of the forceps. The strong government of
which men were in search proved neither strong nor reliable,
as the most short-sighted were able later to see. It was just as
artificial and fabricated as everything else that was planned at
this time. And in most men the conception of power had
already turned into that of violence. The countenancing of
violent methods, in which the Conservatives and Nationalists
should have been the last to place their faith, entangled
elements inspired by the best of intentions in a "realist" policy
which was anything but nationalist or conservative.
What had the "combination" attained? A united national
front, the basis of a new and vital national union? A new form
of integration of a true State, a "realist union of wills"? Nothing
of the sort; merely the juxtaposition of two partners with